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Missouri National Recreational River

Wow! That’s a long name for a park. But it’s a very long park on a very long river! Did you know that
the Missouri River measures over 2600 miles from its source in the mountains of Montana to the Missis-
sippi near St. Louis? That’s longer than the distance from New York City to Los Angeles!

For many years, people have tried to tame the Missouri; part of it has been narrowed and deepened to carry
barges, and part of it is backed up behind six big dams. Only one-third of the Missouri is still really a river,
so Congress decided that some of it should be protected as one of America’s Wild and Scenic Rivers. Our
congressional representatives gave 98 miles of the Missouri that long name and put the National Park Ser-
vice in charge of it. The National Park Service manages and protects the Missouri River with the help of
many other departments of our state and federal governments.

You can find many of the puzzle words at www.nps.gov/mnrr or in the park brochure.
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Find more puzzles at www.nps.gov/mnrr/forkids



